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Scott County Circuit Court Clerk Bo Taylor, inset, looks over historical records recently. Above is a map of Gate City from 1890. _

For the record

By WES BUNCH

whunch@fimesnews.net

fter nearly a decade of work,
scores of historical chancery

N 7\ ords froniScot County dating

back as far as 1816 were recently
digitized, indexed and made available for
public viewing by the Library of Virginia in
Richmond.

Scott County Circuit Court Clerk Bo
Taylor said his office used grant funding
made available through the Library’s
Circuit Court Records Preservation

Lg VIRGINIA

Program fo restore and index its collection
of chancery causes covering the years
181610 1942.

Digital images of all Scott County causes

prior to 1912 have been placed on the
library’s Virginia Memories website for
public viewing via the Chancery Records
Indlex.

Taylor said he was pleased that the

~ MAP OF
GATE CTY

SCOTT Co.

SGRLE oﬁf‘eet

Mice Sires.,

David Groce — dgroce@timesnews.net

Digitization of historical Scott
chancery causes completed

years-long process has finally come to an
end.

“I'm excited about the project's
complefion and that the chancery records
are preserved and available fo the public
for free at any fime of day or night,” Taylor
said.

Taylor, who has been in office since
2000, said the project was one of the first
he undertook when he was elected.

“The goal of this grant is for all of the
clerks that have records from pre-1913,”
Taylor said. “Those are considered sacred

Please see DIGITIZATION, page 2A
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A\ Healthier

babies

The premature birth
rate has declined in
Tennessee, but
there’s still room

for improvement.
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Haslam proposes

$33.2M for facility
at Northeast State

Governor to speak at college Friday

By HANK HAYES
hhayes@timesnews.net

BLOUNTVILLE — Tennessee
Gov. Bill Haslam is expected to talk
more about his planned strategic
education investments when he
visits Northeast State Community
College Friday for a 10:30 am.
speech at the
Wellmont Re-
gional Center
for the Per-
forming Arts.

Haslam, a
Republican,
delivered his
“State of the

>

State”  mes-
sage to law- HASLAM
makers on

Monday, and his upcoming talk at
Northeast State was described by
his communications office as a
“State of the State follow-up.”

In his message on Monday,
Haslam insisted lawmakers must
address the rising cost of college
tuition.

“We have to make a college ed-
ucation more accessible, and we
have to make sure we have quali-
ty programs in Tennessee,’

INSIDE

Gov. Bill Haslam told participants in
a school safety summit on Tuesday
that the state is committed to doing
what it can to provide better securi-
ty at Tennessee schools. Page 6A.

Haslam explained. “Only 32 per-
cent of Tennesseans have earned
an associates’ degree or higher.
That’s not good enough. Our goal
is to move the needle so that Ten-
nessee is on track to raise that
number to 55 percent by 2025.
..We begin our ‘Drive to 55 — a
strategic initiative to have the
best trained work force in Ameri-
ca.”

Haslam also unveiled his $32.6
billion budget proposal, which in-
cludes $332 million in capital
funding for a Northeast State
technical education complex that
will be directly tied to advanced
manufacturing in the region. The
project will use $22 million in
bond financing.

The 120,000-square-foot com-
plex on Northeast State’s main
campus will include business and
advanced technologies programs,

Please see HASLAM, PAGE 2A

Motorist killed
in Kingsport crash

From staff reports
KINGSPORT — A Tuesday
morning  traffic crash in

Kingsport has killed a woman,
who police say would have sus-
tained less severe injuries had
she been wearing her seat belt.

Kingsport police report the
incident occurred at about 5 a.m.
on Bloomingdale Pike at the in-
tersection with Bloomington
Drive.

A 2005 Mazda 6 was westbound
when the driver failed to negoti-
ate a curve, crossed the east-

bound traffic lane and exited the
roadway.

Police say the Mazda then
struck a power pole and concrete
culvert before coming to rest.

The female driver was trans-
ported to a local hospital and
died of her injuries. She report-
edly was not wearing a seat belt.

The victim has yet to be pub-
licly identified pending the notifi-
cation of her family.

It’s currently not known what
caused her to lose control of her
car. An investigation is continu-
ing.

‘Old Faithful’ Kingsport plans waterline work on Truxton, Konnarock, Warpath

By MATTHEW LANE
mlane@timesnews.net

KINGSPORT — City leaders have au-
thorized a nearly $1 million waterline
project along Konnarock Road, Warpath
Drive and Truxton Drive.

The Truxton Drive work will replace
one of the few remaining sections of the
original and problematic “Old Faithful”

The project will replace 6,375 linear
feet of waterlines along Truxton and the
section of Konnarock/Warpath from
Sherwood Drive to Fort Henry Drive.
Earlier this month, the Board of Mayor
and Aldermen awarded the bid for the
project to Tipton Construction Company
in the amount of $954,000.

Chad Austin, water and sewer mainte-
nance manager for the city, said con-

March/April time frame with the con-
tract calling for a 150-day construction
period.

Truxton’s 16-inch cast iron pipe will
be downsized to a 12-inch ductile iron
pipe, which Austin said would help with
the hydraulics within the water system.

“Basically, it’s going to push water into
different areas that we need because the
water tank in that area fills up quicker

replacement) will help the tank not fill
up as quick and make for a more effi-
cient operation.”

The Truxton line dates back to 1929
and is part of the original waterline that
ran through the downtown area, the infa-
mous “Old Faithful” waterline. “Old
Faithful” was a 5-mile, crosstown water
main that broke dozens of times in the
late 1990s and early 2000s and was re-

It was officially decommissioned in
2003 following a three-year, $7 million re-
placement project.

“We've had two or three breaks on
Truxton recently and it just needs to be
replaced,” Austin said. “The joints are
what’s caused the problem. Over time the
joints expand and cause these catas-
trophic failures. The whole top of the

waterline. struction will likely begin in the than anything else,” Austin said. “(This sponsible for numerous downtown floods. Please see KINGSPORT, PAGE 2A
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Appalachian Fair Grounds ® Gray, TN

Call Sheila today to reserve your booth

423.722.0527

$45 for wall spaces ¢ All other booths $39
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The Easy Way!

Everything under one roof,
climate controlled
guaranteed rain or shine.

We will tell everyone about it
and you can be part of it.
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Kill head lice

Before badtime, comb nigyonnaize throogh hair and coveyp
with & shower cap overnight. In the morming, comb ot bair,
then shamipoo and rinze thoroeghly, Repeat as necessary

Senel your s o Sharon Caskey Heayes of shayes@fmesnews el

— Tz ERd Heeewe vngrzrine

-----J
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Tinday iz Webnesdbay, Jas, 30
the D Aoy of 2083, There are
335 diys left in the vear

Todoy's Highlights in Histo-
(i

Oy Juon, B0 1ER, Adoll
Hitler became choneelior of
Cermarny, The first episcde of
the “Lone: Banper” radio pro
oram wad hrosdeast on station
WEYZ in Detroil

Chi thii= dlates

In 1643 Enslamls RKing
Charles [ was beheaded

In 1862 the immclad 1SS
Moritor was launehed o
the Conbmental Inon Worlss 1n
Gresnpoint, WY, durng the
Civil War

In 1962 tao members of
“The  Flying Whallendas'
high-wive st were  Killod
wheett thodr seven-person pyvTa-
e} colbapsed during o perfor-
marsee &t the State Fair Coli-
s in Defrot,

In 1968 the Tel Offenstve
began  during  the Vielnam
War as Oommmilinbst  fobves
lnmched supris  attacks
Againsl  Solth Vielnasnese
provinetal capilals

In N2 13 Roman Cathindic

Today in History

civil righls marmchers  were
slicd o deasth by British so]
iiers in Nerthern Treland on
what hecome knowsm  as
“Blooddy Sureday

In 1971 thwe ok group
K155 performesd its flvst sheay
ot el in Queens, NY

I 18841, fn estimabed 2 mil-
Lo My Yorgers furmed ol
for o tekeriape persde bor-
orng  the fresd  Amencan
hoatages fion Iran,

Ten years aeee President
Grenrge W Eush it allies on
titice that diplomacy wonld
Eive winy To a desision on war
with . Iragp o “weeks, 6o
mionths" Wary world lesders
ared  comgressicnnl  erbies
lrged patiersce aml demand -
ed poof of lings Iransgres-
ShalE

Todmy's Birllwlays:  Actor
(ne Hackman is 83 Arctress
Vinvesan Redgrave i 6 Chess
grandnsester Boris Spassky s
. Former Vice President
Dick Cheney 1272, Rock singer
Marty Balin is 71 Singer Plidl
Collines 15 B Warld Golf Hall
of Fanmer Curtis Sirangs is 54
Acter Chiristian Bale 15 848 Ac
tor Jake Thiamas s 23

Haslam proposes $33.2M
facility for Northeast State

il e froon page 1A

sl teach compulér séience,
huisimess meangement,. automo
five technology, and welding
el metal fubricatbon, accord-
ing to Mortheast State. Tt will
house 40 faculty offices. three
¢|masroomes, S8 computer b
aredl Al techmieal labs

The budeet proposal also i
cludes $1.5 million for an East
Tennesses Slate University fine
arts classpoom, $13 million to
update ETSU's elevators and
$1.5 million for ETSU lighting
replacements

Total capital outlay improve
ment requests in the budget
prreopasal totaked S443.2 million

The requests presentad in
the propossl as recommenda-
tons o lawmakers refleel meet-
ing State Building Commission
regllrements

In hig apemuimg plan, Hasbam
cilled for a 1.5 percent pay raise
for state employess upgrading
nearly A case manager posi
Hions in the Departmeant of Chil-
idren’s Services;, addmg #100
million to the state's Rainy Tay
Fund biringing it to 8456 mallion
om June 30, M4 md cutting the
sales tax on food from 525 per
cent to & percent.

For more about the proposed
Tennesses bdget and Haskm's
“sState of the State” remarks go
oy warwe fn priviatatealthestate

(ot a Story Idea?

Garden Drive, Kingsport, TH.

Weere plways intorested i story suggestions particulariy
kol people and neighborhoods but onamy subject. Please
g-mail your story ideas to Tunes News City Edilor Stephanie
MeClellan smeclel lan@ nesnevws el or madl to 701 Ly

Today

Wellmont Health Svstem's Marsh Reglonal Blood Center will hold
(rublic blood drives from 8 5,m; 10 3 o, af Northenst State Comimu
ity College, Blouwville, and fron 230 fo T30 pan., at 8t Anoe'’s
Catholic Church: Bristol, Va, Donors must b 17 or alder, weigh 110
protineks od* e, ard b i oo besdthe Call 24-58858

The: Kingsport Botary Clubr will messt af noon af the Press Room s
Pood City, 300 Clinchfield S, Kingsport Richard Venable with
NETWORES — Sulliven Partiwrelip will spenk

The Sullivan Counly Department of Edueation will bold g eollsbo.
ialive conferencing session at 4 pon, n e board st Sullivan Coun:
Iy Central Office. Blountville. Represenlatives from SCEA and PET

will aftemmd,

Tosubrml nofices ko be published in Doy Bookl, fo o £23-392-1385, aflention
Bedky Whitlock; mail 1o Backiy Whiltock , Kinasport Times-Mews, PO, Bax
479, Kinaspor], Tenn., 30662 or el 1o bwhiflocketimesmeas, e

LOTTERY

Thenumbersdraown ™ 70
in the Virginio Lottery
Tuesdoy were: '

Doy drowina

Pick 3 — 54

Pick 4 —70-148

Cosh 5—F-10-121&31
Might drowing

Plck 2 —873

Pick 4 —448-14

Losh §— 202879354
Meao Millkons

A1 2-27 4447 Mego Ball: &

The numbers droman
in the Tennessee Lottery
Tussdoy were:

Doy drmeing

Cosh 3—8-7-4

Cosh 4 —& 754

Might drowing

Cosh 3—b-64

Ciosh 4— 3048

Meao Millions
B-12-27-46-47 Meoo Ball: &

CORRECTIONS

Thias Thaywee-BNariis elppvas: for aeciieney (1) &l of 15 sl Bl wiyngs o osciar |1 s =
mnim i o s ol nprsbores, prbenss vl ] S0 EHL s0owee o mirke @ cesvechiem o lamfiombon

Freadom Collision offers collision repair services
= A new business artiele published Jan. 24 suggestod that the nes
Frecdom Collizion in Kingeport offers mechanic services for veli
cles Instead, the business offers colligion repail services

Digitization of Scott records completed

Continued from page 1A

and scarce records and (the -
brary') wants fo take care of them
This 15 parl of thal project thal
wanis to repair, mdex snd sean
the records. Ohee that's done,
thesy hoaize the orligmals in the 6
brary because they have the light
amil temperaiune eontrol that can
kesp them firom being damaged.!

Taylor described the preserva
ticat as 8 major project for his of
fice since much af the esriy work
i preparing and indexing the
dociments wos cartiod oot in the
clork's office

"W Anttened, repadred and
put them in acid-free file boxes
Every nmme thel's mentioned in
those chaneaty catises s indoxed.
g0 that took a lol of worl,”™ Taylor
gald. "You actually had o =it
there and read them. You didn't
wanl Lo miss arythimg, so il took
time to il that

T wrants=d to do the work
in-honize 50 we could hiave control
of thesm. When they |eft here they
were in the responsihility of the
Library of Virginia because they
are such important recorda™

The library took control of the
chancery causes in 2004 After
nearly an eightyear delay catsed
in larpe part by budpet cuts, the

indexed doctments — were
soniifed Al digitized for public
viewing

The ongnnl doomments are
o bimg stored ina special cli
mate-contralled room at the -
by i Hichonond, Taylor ssid.

Accofding fo the Library of
Virginia, the CORP program |as
posted over T milllon douments
from 58 localities since 2006

The sanses are important, Li
by of Virginin Director of Lo
vl Hecords Services Carl Childs
said, hecauze they help tall the
story of the stabe's early history,

"These records are Important
becauze they help dosument the
rich history of Scotf County and
itz imhabitants,” Childs smad, “To
truly umderstand the history of 5
region, [ person mnst research
the records of the local civeml
court, particularfy the chancery
records, as they provide eritical
information fof historians, ge
nealogists.  and  other re
searchors

Chancery, oF equity, chees arg
congidered /8 valuable smuree af
local, state, social, and legal histo
7. The causes often  contpin
thingz like divores recorrls, frans
fers corresponddences and prop
ety ligta — ineluding slaves and
heirs — a8 well 08 vita) statistica
with defaile not avnilable clse
whiere

Avcording to the Bbrary, casas
contaln useful Blogmphical, ge
nealogical, and historical infor
mation and document 5 broad
spectrum of eltizens ranging from
rich and poor;, black and white o
glave and fres,

Childs praised the work doms
br Tavlor and hiz office to aesus
soeoft County’s . early chancery
CHLLEES Were pleseryed,

Kingsport officials plan
waterline replacement

Continusl from page 1A

pripe blows oat and it's a huge Fail
e

O the Troston lioe is e
pliced, Austin said the only e
i ning section of “(Hd Faithful”
will be the section from Stoge
Drive to Sullivan Stroet. In the
st five voars, that section likely
will e replaced, bul the city does
ol heve g specific project dmwn
i bo replace i, Austin sald

As for the Konnarock\Warpath
phase of the progect. thal water
line dates hack 1o the 1 90s amd it
12 mlsooa east iron pipe The rea-
san for the replscensenl i be
case over the past couple of
years, the line along Konnarock
s burst four or five fimes, each
time being “prety catastvophic,”
Austin said

The 12dnch line along Kon:
nirock will be replaced with a
et 12neky Tines aod will mark
the third such meplacoment in
this area of fown in recont vears

BUY TIMES-NEWS
PHOTOS HHLIHE'

VISIT DUR GALLERY ON
TIMESNEWSPHOTOS.COM

Ringsporl replaced a section of
the line alomg Warpath firong For
Henry Dieve to Memorial Boule
vard abouf six vear's ago; tha-Sec
ond  phase went from  Confer
Strect to the Jolm B. Doernis High
Wiy b Lo 2H00

Angstim said the new walerlings
will be tnstalled dovm the mididle
ol KonnarockMWarpath while @
partion of Tredton w1l be In thea
fenter of the wood  Becase of
this, road closures are likely 1o
oeenur diring construction

However, there shouldn be
arty signific ant water outages dur
ing construction

“There may be same just to te
Lhe mesters back n. Thera may be
H eouple of short oitages amd (f
there's anything planned, we
wotlld let the public know well
phead of  fme” Awstin s@il
"Opee we pet finished with this,
thes stressts will be repaved and be
in much beter shape than it is
II,I:.M.-I

CELEBRATE THE NEW
WITH BETTER HEAR

“Thedr recognithon of the bm-
portanee of preserving  hese
records helped ensure the sme
cess of this project” Childs said

Taylor agread about the histor-
ieal importances of the causes as
thesy relate to Socit County amd
the: pedple that once fived there

“The importance of  the
recoids s genealogy amd histor
of early Scoft Couty, not Rich
i, ot the eastom p:uﬁ iaf thiee
glale, but Seetl Counky” Tavior
sald. “I'm a history buff myself,
and this iz all about our history.
I was told onee when | was in
training that the clerk’s office is
like A bremsure chest that's jus
waiting tn he exploved

Seott Coundy's reconds are ss-
pecially important, Tavlor ssid
ginee it served asa gatewsay to the
wiesl e fo it location on the
Wildermess Trail

Two cases from the early 1800s
depict  confrontations  botwesn
Motive Amerdcans and early En
glish selllers’ of Seofl Cotinty,
while later cases deal with the
plight of slaves s their guest for
freadom

O cawse in particular, Tavior
spid, showed the efforts 8 free
African-Amernican mother from
Scott County made to liherate her
twao children from skiwery

Cerfain  cases  domument
post-Civil War reliations by show
ing the hitterness that romained
betwean Union and Condederabe
restdents living together i Seott,
while others are more oo

O light-headted entry from an
B divoree cemtersd onm oA
Ylmocking spint” wihich was g
ghostly disturbance the defen
dant's counzel  susgested was
sed By the plaintif fo scare his
Client

The CCRP grant was one af 11
grants Taylor hasg received to help
prescve varions doctimments from
theer conmdy's early bisfory,

In -sddition to the chancery
records, Tavlor said he has re
colved. funds to restore and digl-
tize the countv's flrst minde
books, deed books mariiage
records amd other bnportanl doe-
Hmients.

Toylor sabd be wouldn't b
boon - pble to complete  thase
pestorations withoul e help of
the Libraiy of Virginia's gront
progran.

Toylor said his goal in doing
the work is lo eventually restore
all of the historical doeuments in
his office sl maks them avail-
ahle for public viewing,

"The clerk is responsible for
all records, whether (k2 g new
record from teday or from 18I
Taylor esid. “You're the keeper of
the resords, amd it's your jols to
preserve them for ifure genern
tione: 1F really pets back 1o the Lin-
portance of wha we are bere in
Seoll Counly.

The Litrary -of Virginia's Cir
cuit Courd Preservadion Program
cant be found ot wwwivavir-

glnia.poviasenciesiCCHE,
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HIGHER GROUND BAPTIST CHURCH

Invites you lo hear

Higher Ground Baptist Church 1625 Lynn G }
Or, Phil Hoskins — Senior Pastor [423) 2453141 HigherGround.org

> hitp://www.timesnews.net
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